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[bookmark: _Toc42983405]2.1 Legal framework for Noise Sub-Chapter
[bookmark: _Toc42983406]The legal framework related to Environmental Noise is based on the 'Law on Assessment and Management of Environmental Noise' and several Decisions of the Council of Ministers (DCMs), guidelines, and orders.
Environmental Noise is regulated within Albanian legislation by Law No. 10431/2011 “On Environmental Protection,” as well as Law No. 9774, dated 12.07.2007 “On Assessment and Management of Environmental Noise”,which has undergone amendments and has been adopted by the Parliament.The adopted Law No. 50/2023, has introduced changes and additions to the original law dated 12.7.2007, on assessment and management of noise in the environment and has been proposed by the MTE in order to introduce the latest developments that have occurred in the environmental legal framework such as on environmental permits, for the protection of environment, Environmental Impact Assessment etc. Additionally, multiple DCMs have been adopted to address various aspects, including public participation in environmental decision-making. There is also a National Action Plan for the Management of Environmental Noise and several guidelines, which can be found in section 2.6.1.1 under 'Transposition.'
The legal framework for environmental noise includes Law No. 9774/2007, which has recently been amended by Law No. 50/2023, introducing changes and additions to the original law dated 12.7.2007, on assessment and management of noise in the environment. 
This framework also encompasses DCM no. 587, dated 07.07.2010, dealing with the monitoring and control of noise levels in urban and tourist centres. In January 2013, two Guidelines issued by the Minister of Environment regarding strategic noise mapping and noise value assessment were incorporated.
In 2014, a joint order from the then Ministers of Transport and Environment established rules for protection against aircraft noise.
The Law no. 139/2015 “on Local Government” has defined the functions of Local Government Units (LGUs) and transferred some responsibilities from the national government to local governments, particularly those related to the implementation of noise pollution protection measures at the local level.
Furthermore, in 2018, the Minister of Tourism and Environment issued Guideline No. 1, dated 19.02.2018, titled 'For the Approval of Minimum Requirements for the Drawing up of Noise Action Plans.' This guideline stipulates that the Action Plans must align with other local, regional, and national spatial plans for territorial and economic development. It should also reference the National Noise Management Plan and outline measures and activities to fulfil national objectives as well as specific and special local objectives."



2.2 Strategic Framework
The Strategic Framework on Environmental Noise in Albania is composed of the National Action Plan for the Management of Environmental Noise, which was adopted by DCM No. 123, dated 17.02.2011, nevertheless this action plan is not in accordance with the requirement of the Directive
The National Action Plan for the Management of Environmental Noise (NAPMEN) assesses the impact of noise pollution from transportation (road, air, rail), social service activities, equipment, and machinery that generate noise, and proposes relevant measures. In particular, it envisions the preparation of national noise mapping for urban areas, roads, railways, and airports, the study and assessment of road signs, and the evaluation of areas with strict noise requirements (hospitals, schools, nurseries, homes, kindergartens, etc.) with the aim of proposing measures to minimize noise. It defines specific administrative responsibilities for all authorities in accordance with the Law on the Evaluation and Management of Environmental Noise.

This document holds significance for ministries, local government units (LGUs), planning, and decision-making bodies in the areas for which strategic noise maps and action plans will be required to comply with noise-related legislation. They should consider and integrate the specific requirements outlined in noise maps and local noise action plans into their own plans.

This document also outlines the development of local environmental noise plans for the regions and the establishment and operation of the environmental noise monitoring system.

The NAPMEN serves as a guiding document for the development of local action plans for the management of environmental noise.

In terms of environmental noise policies, according to the National Plan for European Integration 2019 – 2021, one of the MTE's key priorities in this area is:
· Implementing the legal requirements for noise management in the environment and strengthening the implementation of legislation in this area.
· Ensuring that local government units fulfill their legal obligation to prepare strategic noise maps as a basis for the development of action plans and draft local noise action plans, in accordance with the MTE Minister's Guideline No. 01, dated 19.02.2018.
· Strengthening the implementation of task force decisions established to address acoustic pollution in urban centers and coastal tourist areas.

Envisaged policy documents
(Provide information if any plan is envisaged to be developed within short term or mid-term period. If there is any TA project that includes activity for developing of planning document please refer to it and state the funding, as well the start and end day of the project if known. Provide information if within this period there is a need to revise some of the existing planning document.)
The review of the National Action Plan for the Management of Environmental Noise is crucial and of utmost importance. Over 13 years have elapsed since the plan's approval, during which time significant developments have occurred in environmental legislation, specifically concerning noise. Additionally, substantial changes have taken place in administrative and institutional processes, infrastructure, and urban development, all of which directly impact the plan's implementation. Furthermore, the deadlines established in the plan for its execution have been surpassed.


[bookmark: _Toc42983407]2.3 Institutional framework and administrative capacity for Noise Sub-Chapter
(Provide explanation of the current responsible institutions for transposition and implementation of the directives and regulation under this sub-chapter. Provide information of the responsible departments, what are their particular competencies following directive obligations, and how many people they have. What are the main problems they are facing regarding administrative capacity needs.) 
(Provide explanation if there is any plan for recruiting new staff in the respective institution and departments responsible for implementation of directives/regulations and is there a need to establish a new institution or administrative unit. Provide information if there is any plan for trainings or other capacity building activities. Provide information if there is any plan to develop plan for strengthening administrative capacity. Include any project that envisaged implementation of activities relevant for capacity building for directives/regulations in this chapter.)

The Law No. 9774, dated 12.07.2007, titled "On Assessment and Administration of Environmental Noise," and more importantly, Law No. 50/2023, titled "On some additions and changes to Law No. 9774, dated 12.7.2007, 'On the evaluation and management of noise in the environment,' as amended," define the competent authorities and bodies responsible for implementing the requirements of Directive 2002/49/EC. DCM No. 123, dated 17.02.2011, titled "On Approval of the National Action Plan for the Management of Environmental Noise," outlines specific roles and responsibilities.

While there is an approved legal basis, noise continues to be a significant issue in urban and tourist areas, posing a serious concern for the population. One of the primary challenges in managing noise is the lack of clear separation of powers between institutions or the overlapping of responsibilities.
The Law No. 50/2023 has introduced changes and additions to the original law dated 12.7.2007, on assessment and management of noise in the environment. The purpose of this law is to enhance the provisions of Law No. 9774, dated July 12, 2007, titled 'On the Evaluation and Administration of Noise in the Environment,' as amended. This enhancement entails a clear division of responsibilities between central and local institutions for monitoring noise levels in public areas, or those generated by economic or social activities. This also includes granting approvals for activities that produce noise in the environment, with the goal of ensuring that permissible noise levels are within established limits. The primary objective is to bring Albania in line with European standards for noise management and establish the fundamental framework for reporting on the design and execution of noise action plans.

The objectives of this law are as follows:

· Establish a clear division of institutional competences and responsibilities between central and local institutions for monitoring and controlling noise levels in the environment. This includes ensuring that local self-government units adhere to the technical criteria for conducting new economic and tourist activities, as well as existing activities that produce noise within permissible levels and limit values.
· Enhance the effectiveness of inspection functions performed by responsible entities involved in noise control and monitoring in the environment.
· Ensure the quality of monitoring, measurements, and the implementation of methods by employing certified devices for measuring noise levels.
· Contribute to Albania's compliance with reporting obligations concerning the implementation of European standards for noise management, in accordance with the relevant EU directive.
· Strengthen the enforcement of legal requirements for individuals and entities engaged in activities that exceed permissible noise levels.
· Intensify the penalties for offenses specified in Article 32 of the noise law.

A detailed description of the current situation regarding responsibilities in relation to transposition, policy planning and implementation is given below:

· The noise Law No. 9774 “On Assessment and Administration of Environmental Noise”, amended, define a lot of responsibilities for the MTE. MTE has an overall responsibility for policy development and planning and compliance with EU noise requirements. The Ministry of Tourism and Environment is responsible for transposition of legislation in relation to environmental noise.It has the responsibility of determining harmful effects of noise levels and the responsibility of identifying areas for which strategic noise maps and action plans will be required. MTE is responsible for the: definition of noise indicators, monitoring system, the functioning of this system and the periodic reporting of results of environmental noise monitoring. There is only one specialist with shared responsibilities at the Sector of Quality and Environmental Clean-up, Directorate of Environment and Delivery of Priorities. The Directorate for Programming, Standardization and Harmonization of Regulatory Framework has five sectors among which one is responsible for programming, drafting and harmonization of regulatory acts and the other one is responsible for legal advice, and monitoring the impact of regulatory acts.

· The National Environmental Agency (NEA), a subordinate structure of the Ministry of the Environment (MTE), is responsible for ensuring environmental performance, conducting research and maintaining environmental knowledge, and conducting thematic inspections to ensure compliance with environmental legal requirements and conditions. NEA is the competent authority for the implementation of this Directive. NEA is organized into two levels: central (General Directorate) and local (Regional Environmental Agencies). According to the provisions of the law "On Assessment and Administration of Environmental Noise," NEA is responsible for quality checks and quality control of noise measurements. It also collects, processes, and maintains noise monitoring data at the national, regional, and local levels, as well as for each economic sector, and stores noise self-monitoring data for permitted activities in a noise register. NEA is the primary institution responsible for monitoring and reporting on the state of the environment, including noise. It compiles reports and information and makes this information available to the public and in the State of Environment Report the is a dedicated chapter on noise. NEA stores the data in its PRTR system.
The Sector of Sampling and Laboratory Analysis, under the Directorate of Environmental Registers, Innovation, and Laboratory Analysis, has a staff of 12 employees (the head of the Sector and 11 specialists). There are 2 employees in charge of noise pollution. NEA is the responsible authority for issuing environmental permits of type A and B and ensures the implementation of the environmental liability principle for all operators. There are 5 employees with shared responsibilities in the Environmental Permitting Sector under the Directorate of Impact Assessment and Permitting. NEA is responsible for supervising the enforcement of legislation, controlling and reducing discharges of polluting substances from industrial plants, executing fines, sanctions, and suspension or termination of polluting activities.
Environmental inspectors check operators' compliance with legal requirements and permit conditions, monitor compliance with environmental quality standards, verify operators' self-monitoring reports, and perform other documentation checks. The Directorate of Inspection and Control within NEA, among other duties, supervises the enforcement of legislation related to noise. There are four Regional Environmental Agencies (REAs) as follows: REA of Tirana/Durrës/Dibër; REA of Fier/Vlorë/Gjirokastër; REA of Berat/Elbasan/Korçë; and REA of Shkodër/Lezhë/Kukës. 

· Ministry of Health& Social Protection (MHSP):The Ministry responsible for health oversees the protection of health from the negative impacts of noise and its evaluation on human health through the Institute of Public Health, serving as a reference center for scientific research in the field of public health.

· Ministry of Infrastructure and Energy (MIE): is responsible for the development and implementation of national policy on urban planning, transport and industry sector. For the management of environmental noise regarding the transport sector as well as for the determination of the noise emission limit values for motor vehicles. 

· Civil Aviation Authority: is responsible for issuing noise certificates for airplanes.

· Ministry of Interior (MI): The ministry responsible for order and security is tasked with maintaining public peace by regulating activities that exceed the permitted noise levels from music.

· Local Government Units (LGUs): The municipality is responsible for taking measures to protect health and the environment from economic or social activities that emit noise within its jurisdiction through:
· Drawing up and implementing local action plans for noise, which must be approved by the municipal council;
· Conducting noise mapping;
· Declaring quiet areas in residential or open environments and establishing noise restrictions in accordance with the permitted noise levels in the environment and the criteria provided in the local action plan;
· Controlling noise levels using certified equipment for physical and legal persons who engage in activities that emit noise. Administrative measures, including suspension or closure of activities, may be taken against those not in compliance with the provisions of this law, with the exception of activities controlled by other bodies defined in this law;
· Cooperating with the structures of the State Police for the enforcement of this law and the regulations issued in its implementation."

· The State Police is responsible for taking measures to preserve public peace from activities that emit noise from music above the permitted limit levels through:
· Control with certified equipment for measuring the noise levels of individuals and legal entities conducting activities that emit noise from music.
· Control, measurement, suspension, or closure of activities that do not comply with the provisions of this law.

· Controlling institution: Noise level measurements are conducted as follows:
· The National Environment Agency performs measurements for installations equipped with environmental permits and conduct the noise monitoring according to the National Monitoring Programme and the data are published in the annual State of Environment Report.
· The State Police conducts measurements for activities that exceed the permitted noise levels for music.
· The municipality conducts measurements for other activities that exceed the permitted noise levels.
These measurements are conducted as part of routine checks and to address complaints received from state bodies, the general public, and legal and natural persons who have reported concerns to the Ministry responsible for maintaining order and security, as well as the municipality within whose jurisdiction the noise source is situated.

State Police and Local Government Units, in order to fulfil the requirements of Law No. 50/2023, should have a specific structure for the implementation of the Noise Directive.

The National Reference Laboratory (NRL) located within the NEA is accredited in accordance with the ISO standard 17025 and recently according to ISO 9612:2009, Acoustics – Determination of occupational noise exposure. Strengthening the capacity of the NRL at NEA is fundamental, in order that monitoring data can be compared with EU norms and standards and ultimately inform progress towards policy targets and goals.







[bookmark: _Toc42983410]2.6. Transposition and implementation plans by directive
[bookmark: _Toc42983411]2.6.1 Directive 2002/49/EC Environmental Noise 
2.6.1.1 Transposition 
The Directive 2002/49/EC Environmental Noiseis partially transposed into Albanian legislation, by the following legal acts:
· Law No. 10431/2011 “On environmental protection”, amended; 
· Law No.9774, of 12.07.2007, “On assessment and management of environmental noise” amended by the Law 39/2013 and Law 50/2023; 
· DCM No. 123, of 17.02.2011 “On approval of the National Action Plan for the Management of Environmental Noise”; 
· Guideline No.1037/1, of 12.4.2011 “On the assessment and management of environmental noise”;
· DCM No.994, of 02.07.2008 “On involvement of the public in environmental decision-making”, amended; 
· DCM No. 587 dated 07.07.2010 "On the monitoring and control of noise levels in urban and tourist centres", amended by Normative Act No. 2 dated 25.07.2012;
· Ministerial Order No. 234, of 25.5.2015 of the Ministry of Health “On the adoption of a guide to noise and health effects monitoring”;
· Guideline No.1, of 07.01.2013 “On minimum requirements for strategic noise mapping”; 
· Guideline No.2, of 07.01.2013 "On indicators, assessment methods, rules and technical requirements of the methodology for assessing the level of noise, and for verification of the interventions made to resolve and improve the situation"; 
· Guideline Nr. 1, of 19.2.2018 of the Minister of Tourism and Environment “On Approval Minimum Requirements for Drafting Noise Action Plans”;
· Joint Order No. 11262 of the then Ministers of Transport and of Environment “On laying down rules for protection of environment from aircraft noise”;
· DCM No. 568, dated 17.07.2019 “On establishment, organization and functioning of the National Environmental Agency”.
· Joint Guideline of the Minister of Tourism and Environment, Minister of Health and Social Protection and Minister of Interior No. 2, dated 15.11.2023, “On the limit level of noise for a given environment and for the field of economic and social activities”; 
The adopted Law No. 50/2023, has introduced changes and additions to the original law dated 12.7.2007, on assessment and management of noise in the environment and has been proposed by the MTE in order to introduce the latest developments that have occurred in the environmental legal framework such as on environmental permits, for the protection of environment, Environmental Impact Assessment etc.
Some of the changes and additions in the adopted Law 50/2023, which are in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Noise Directive (END), are as follows:
· Introduction of the definition of "Agglomeration";
· Determination of the obligation for Local Government Units (LGUs) to map and draft/approve local action plans in harmony with territorial plans;
· Definition of the obligation to adopt action plans for areas near "major roads," "major railways," and "major civil airports," as well as for "agglomerations";
· Definition of the obligation to revise these plans every 5 years from the date of their approval;
· Obligation for LGUs to engage the public when drafting action plans (AP) for noise management and to publish the strategic noise maps and AP;
· Obligation for LGUs to report to the Ministry of Transport and Environment (MoTE) on the implementation of the AP;
· Definition of the responsibility for conducting noise level measurements, shared between the National Environmental Agency (NEA) and LGUs.


2.6.1.2 Transposition Plan 
Short Term (2024-2026)
The MTE intends to establish an inter-ministerial working group at the commencement of 2024 to review the National Action Plan for the Management of Environmental Noise and submit it for approval to the Council of Ministers during the initial quarter of 2024.This revision will encompass all requirements of the environmental noise directive, as well as account for new developments and potential changes in the country.
MTE is currently planning the development of guidelines pertaining to the procedures for public consultations related to the creation of strategic noise maps, action plans, and programs. This initiative is expected to be completed by 2025.
Furthermore, the MTE, along with the respective line ministries, will persist in the development of a regulation/order of responsibilities for the competent authorities in Albania which are managing the established major roads, major railways, major airports and agglomerations as in compliance with the European Noise Directive (END) and the national noise legislation.

Mid Term (2027-2030)
The comprehensive transposition of the Environmental Noise Directive into domestic legal frameworks, including annexes 2 and 3 (2020/367 and 2021/1226), is anticipated to be completed by 2028, which will include the transposition of the amendments as well to Environmental Noise Directive that is expected to be adopted by the EU Commission. The staff of the MTE will assume responsibility for drafting the necessary legal provisions to secure the thorough transposition of the Directive by the year 2028, with the assistance of donors. To ensure the complete transposition of Directive 2002/49/EC on Environmental Noise, the MTE will necessitate support under IPA III, coupled with expert assistance through the TAIEX instrument, in the form of an expert mission from an EU member state.
The MTE, in cooperation with the Ministry responsible for health and the Ministry responsible for transport and infrastructure, shall undertake the development of noise indicators (daytime, evening, nighttime) for various modes of transportation, including road, rail, air, and water traffic, as well as for industrial noise. This development will adhere to the stipulations of the pertinent European Union acquis. This initiative is scheduled for completion by the year 2028.

2.6.1.3 Implementation 
A National Action Plan for the Management of Environmental Noise has been prepared and adopted by the DCM No. 123, of 17.02.2011 “On Approval of the National Action Plan for the Management of Environmental Noise”. The Plan needs to be revised in the frame of considering all requirements of the environmental noise directive, new developments and relevant potential changes in the country.
The areas, for which development of strategic noise maps and action plans will be required, have not been properly identified and it is not defined how many there are of major roads, major railways, major airports and agglomerations. Since 2016, some efforts have been made to prepare noise action plans for several municipalities. These draft noise action plans do not follow/do not follow in full the legislation, neither the END and their revision is needed. 

It's worth noting that, as of now, no noise maps have been created in accordance with the European Noise Directive (END) requirements.
Nevertheless, approximately 13 Local Government Units (LGUs) have developed local noise Action Plans (APs) with the aim of reducing noise pollution at the local level. These plans have received approval from their respective municipal councils. 
A public debate has been organized for the noise action plan of Shkodra municipality and a summary of the public debate, has been prepared. The notification for the public debate has been done through the municipality website. The noise action plan has been accessible for the public through the Shkodra municipality website.
Notably, the Municipality of Tirana's action plan for noise control, spanning from 2022 to 2027, was approved via Municipal Council Decision No. 91, dated October 19, 2022.

Additionally, two draft action plans and draft noise maps have been prepared but are still pending approval by the respective municipal councils of Vlore and Himare. These two municipalities were beneficiaries of the project titled "Monitoring Noise Pollution in Coastal Areas," which took place from October 2021 to November 2022 and received financial support from the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). The project was implemented by national non-governmental organizations (NGOs). The project's objective was to enhance collaboration among local stakeholders, including communities and civil society organizations, through the utilization of alternative noise monitoring tools. These tools were employed to advocate for improved noise pollution management at the local level.

Key Project Outputs:
1. Development of a preliminary methodology for alternative noise monitoring within each municipality, engaging the community in this process.
2. Identification and documentation of areas most susceptible to noise pollution, resulting in the creation of a strategic noise map for each municipality.
3. Provision of portable sound level meters (specifically the Enno Logic eS528L model) and the installation of two electronic Sound Level Meter monitors (model no. SW-526A) for noise level measurement. This also includes the setup of these devices and ongoing data supervision, ensuring continued noise level monitoring beyond the project's conclusion.
4. Formulation of draft action plans for noise management in the environment, tailored to the unique requirements of each municipality.

The Guideline "On indicators, assessment methods, rules and technical requirements of the methodology for assessing the level of noise, and for verification of the interventions made to resolve and improve the situation" has established noise indicators. There are set two indicators, Lden and Lnight but supplementary indicators to describe sound environments and evaluate noise mitigation strategies, are not in place. It is necessary to set other complementary indicators that should be used for the preparation and review of the noise strategic maps. 

Local Government Units lead the noise mapping process as a basis for the development of action plans and draft local noise action plans, in accordance with the Minister’s guidelines. The Guideline “On Approval Minimum Requirements for Drafting Noise Action Plans” has foreseen the consultation with the public and obtaining their opinion as one of the most important elements and ensuring the implementation of action plans and the achievement of objectives at national and local level but needs to be further developed in order to establish a proper system.
In the amendment and modification of the 2007’s law, as stipulated by Law 50/2023, the following provisions are established:
The municipal authorities are required to formulate a local action plan one year after completing the noise mapping and strategic noise maps, taking into account the Spatial Local Plan, in the following scenarios:
a) When they administer at least one urban agglomerate within their jurisdiction.
b) If tourist areas are present within their administrative boundaries.
c) In cases where the municipality is situated in proximity to:
i. A major regional, national, or international road with an annual vehicular traffic volume exceeding 3 million movements.
ii. A primary railway line witnessing 30,000 train movements annually.
iii. A significant civil airport with more than 50,000 movements annually, limited to take-offs and landings, excluding movements for light aircraft training.
The municipal council is responsible for approving the noise management action plan, and this plan must be reviewed every five years from its initial approval date or when a substantial development occurs that impacts the current noise conditions.
During the drafting of noise management action plans, the municipality is obligated to engage in consultations with the public, as per the prevailing legal provisions for public consultation in environmental decision-making.
Each municipality is required to submit an annual report to the ministry by December, detailing the progress and implementation status of the action plan.
The minimum requirements for strategic noise mapping have been set through the Guideline “On minimum requirements for strategic noise mapping”. The methodological guidelines and program for the preparation of strategic noise maps at national and local level have not been prepared and adopted. 

Since 2014, the National Environmental Agency (NEA) has been conducting noise monitoring activities in adherence to the National Program for Monitoring, which was previously overseen by the Institute of Public Health (IPH). There are 4 noise pollution monitoring equipment at NEA. NEA's noise monitoring initiative covers the 11 main cities in Albania. The National Reference Laboratory at NEA has obtained accreditation according to ISO/IEC 17025 and more recently according to ISO 9612:2009, specifically focusing on the determination of occupational noise exposure. 
The NRL analyses the noise data and compares them with Joint Guidance "On noise limit values in certain environments", which is based on World Health Organization guidelines. Information to the public is done through the annual State of Environment Report in Albania, available at MTE and NEA website (https://akm.gov.al/raporte-dhe-publikime/). 

In compliance with the legislation in force, when prepared the strategic noise maps, proposals for action plans, decisions on action plans, action plans and summary of the most important points should be made available to the public.


										
2.6.1.4 Implementation plan for Directive 2002/49/EC Environmental Noise  
Short Term (2024-2026)	
With the support of SANE 27 programme the Need Assessment Directive (NAD) document has been prepared accompanied with the project fiche, which has identified the all above needs. However, this NAD is in process of revision, to include the provisions of the Law No. 50/2023, which has introduced changes and additions to the original law dated 12.7.2007, on assessment and management of noise in the environment. The NAD will be finalized within the first quarter of 2024.
Accreditation of the National Reference Laboratory to ensure that monitoring and measurement data can be compared with EU norms and standards. This is essential for tracking progress toward policy targets and goals.
Strengthening administrative capacities for environmental noise assessment and monitoring. This includes preparing a Capacity Strengthening Plan by 2025, in line with Directive 2002/49/EC of the European Parliament and the Council of 25 June 2002 concerning the assessment and management of environmental noise.
By 2025, the identification of significant roads, major railways, major airports, and agglomerations, as mandated by the Environmental Noise Directive.
The preparation of Strategic Noise Maps and Action Plans should be completed by 2026.

Mid Term (2027-2030)
Improvement of noise monitoring and noise information database within 2030, in line with the requirements of the END as follows:
1. Development of Program for noise monitoring with methods of assessing annual cost for noise monitoring.
2. Develop technical specification for supply of IT and equipment for noise monitoring and establishment of noise information database.
3. Develop software for functioning of the noise information database with a possibility for information dissemination and access to public. 
4. Purchase of IT and equipment for noise monitoring and reporting.

Midterm actions will be included under IPA III or assistance will be acquired through TAIEX instrument in form of expert mission from EU country, or any other potential donor.

2.6.1.5 Main challenges with implementation of directive 2002/49/EC Environmental Noise  
Implementation of END is at early stage. Capacity building for central and local institution is very important for the implementation of this Directive.
In order to overcome these challenges, capacity building and public awareness is planned for all actors on state and local levels. 
Main challenges are preparation of strategic noise maps and action plans. Furthermore, establishment of all necessary structures at national and local level, building/strengthening their capacities is also a remaining challenge.

2.7 Summary for Noise Sub-Chapter
· Transposition 
	Environmental Noise
	Transp. Level
	Transposition PLAN

	EU LEGISLATION
	2023
	2024
	2025
	2026
	2027
	2028
	2029
	2030
	Comments

	Directive 2002/49/EC Environmental Noise
	Advanced
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



· Administrative capacity development on the level of directive/regulation
	Environmental Noise
	Number of staff
	Capacity PLAN 

	EU LEGISLATION 
	2023
	2024
	2025
	2026
	2027
	2028
	2029
	2030
	Total
To be employed
	Institutions

	Directive 2002/49/EC Environmental Noise
	0 MTE 

2 NEA

3IPH (with shared responsibilities)

0 MHSP

0 Municipalities



0 Local State police
	1*MTE 

1*NEA





1*MHSP

1-3*LGU
(per each LGU)

1-3*LSP

	
	

1*NEA








	
	
	
	
	4**
	1*MTE

2*NEA





1*MHSP

1-3*LGU



1-3*LSP



* Number of persons to be employed
** not included staff for LGU and LSP


· Implementation deadline for directives of Noise Sub Chapter
	EU legislation
	Implementation deadline
	Comments

	Directive 2002/49/EC Environmental Noise
	2030
	· 



· Estimated costs of compliance for Noise Sub-Chapter
According to the DCM No. 123, of 17.02.2011 “On Approval of the National Action Plan for the Management of Environmental Noise”, there is an estimation regarding costs as following:
· Approximation of legal and sub legal framework with the requirements of the European Directive on noise: This cost is covered by the funds planned in the budgets of the relevant ministries 
· Preparation of national noise mapping: 162 000 €
· Studying and evaluating the status of signalling road and rail for noises and proposing concrete measures for interference: 40 500 €
· Assessment of areas with strict requirements for noise (hospitals, schools, asylums, kindergartens, kindergartens etc.), and proposing appropriate measures for minimizing noises: 81 000 €
· Investments in existing road axes and railways, for the purpose of level control noise from the transport sector: They will be determined on the basis of costs defined in the respective studies
· Design of local noise plans on the environment: 292 000 €
· Establishment and operation of the system noise monitoring in the environment: 81 000 €
· Partial amount (without investments): 657 000 €

The National Action Plan for the Management of Environmental Noise has been prepared since 2011 and it doesn’t give a clear picture on preparation of strategic noise maps for agglomerations, major roads, railways and airports, based on which there is a need to prepare an Action plan for noise.
The estimation of costs of the National Action Plan for the Management of Environmental Noise given above, will serve as a source of information on existing data related to cost estimation/assessment.
According to the Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on the implementation of the Environmental Noise Directive in accordance with Article 11 of Directive 2002/49/EC, Brussels (2011), the cost of strategic noise maps ranges between 0.33 and 1.16 €/capita, at an average of 0.84 €/capita. 
According to the document “The Best Practices for the Development of Strategic Maps - Conference of European Directors of Roads (2013)”, costs of the strategic noise map for major road are estimated at around € 604 per km of road.
During the development of the action plan, the funds necessary for implementation will be defined.

· Potential Directives for transitional period for Noise Sub-Chapter 
N/A
· Technical assistance or infrastructure projects to support transposition and implementation for Noise Sub-Chapter
16

