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Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora

TRANSPOSITION 
A. Which parts of the Directive have been transposed?
Provisions of the Council Directive 92/43/EEC have been transposed in following national regulations:
· Law on Nature Protection (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, 51/08)
· Amendments on Law on Nature Protection 
· Decree on protection of rare, thinned, endemic and endangered plant and animal species (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 76/06)

· Rulebook on the types and criteria for determining the types habitat, manner of making maps of habitat, way of monitoring and the threat of habitat, content of annual reports, measures of protection and preservation of habitat types (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 80/08.)
· Rulebook on detailed contents of the annual program of monitoring of the state of conservation of nature and the conditions that have to be met  by legal person that performs the monitoring ("Official Gazette of Montenegro, no. 35/10); 

· Rulebook on detailed conditions that have to be met by the manager of a protected area ("Official Gazette of Montenegro”, no. 35/10);

	Full compliance

	Council Directive 92/43/EEC
	Amendments to the Law on Nature Protection (Law on Nature Protection (OG 51/08))

	Article 1 (a),b),e),f),i),j)
	Article 1 Definitions (96),68),77),82),76),32))

	Article 1 e) C1
	Article 17

	Article 2
	Article 3

	Article 3
	Article 12

	Article 16
	Article 32

	Article 18
	Article 28 

	Annex VI
	Amendments to the Law on Nature Protection there is no appropriate Article but it is transposed in Article 83 Law on Nature Protection(OG 51/08)


	Partial compliance

	Article 1  c),
	Article 14
	Full compliance will be achieved through amendments on the Rulebook on the types and criteria for determining the types habitat, manner of making maps of habitat, way of monitoring and the threat of habitat, content of annual reports, measures of protection and preservation habitat types (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 80/08.)

	Article 1 d)
	 Article 1 59)
	Full compliance will be achieved through the  amendments on the Rulebook on the types and criteria for determining the types habitat, manner of making maps of habitat, way of monitoring and the threat of habitat, content of annual reports, measures of protection and preservation of habitat types (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 80/08.)

	Article 1 (g)
	Article 46 of Law on Nature Protection (OG 51/08) and Decree on protection of rare, thinned, endemic and endangered plant and animal species (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 76/06)
	Partial compliance with Article 46 of Law on Nature Protection (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, 51/08) and Decree on protection of rare, thinned, endemic and endangered plant and animal species (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 76/06)

Full compliance will be achieved by adoption of the Rulebook on protection of rare, thinned, endemic and endangered plant and animal species

	Article 1 Such species are listed or may be listed in annex II and/or Aneksu IV ili V; (h, i)
	Article 1 (60)
	Partial compliance with Rulebook on protection of rare, thinned, endemic and endangered plant and animal species (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 76/06)Full compliance will be achieved by adoption of Rulebook on protection of rare, thinned, endemic and endangered plant and animal species

	Article 1 k)
	Article 1 (12)
	Full compliance will be achieved by adoption of Regulation on the establishment of NATURA 2000

	Article 1 l)
	Article 1 (13)
	Full compliance will be achieved by adoption of Regulation on the establishment of NATURA 2000

	Article 3
	Article 14, Article 15
	Full compliance will be achieved by adoption of Regulation on the establishment of NATURA 2000

	Article 4
	Article 14
	Partial compliance with Rulebook on the types and criteria for determining the types of habitat, manner of making maps of habitat, way of monitoring and the threat of habitat, content of annual reports, measures of protection and preservation of habitat types (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 80/08.). Full compliance will be achieved by adoption of Regulation on the establishment of NATURA 2000

	Article 6
	Article 3, Article 6,  Article 7
	Full compliance will be achieved through the amendments on the Rulebook on the types and criteria for determining the types habitat, manner of making maps of habitat, way of monitoring and the threat of habitat, content of annual reports, measures of protection and preservation of habitat types (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 80/08) and by adoption of Ordinance on protection of rare, thinned, endemic and endangered plant and animal species. 

	Article 10
	Article 28
	Full compliance will be achieved by adoption of Regulation on the establishment of NATURA 2000

	Article 11
	Article 29
	Partial compliance with Article 77 of Law on Nature Protection (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, 51/08). Full compliance will be achieved through the amendments on the Rulebook on the types and criteria for determining the types of habitat, manner of making maps of habitat, way of monitoring and the threat of habitat, content of annual reports, measures of protection and preservation of habitat types (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 80/08) and by adoption of Ordinance on protection of rare, thinned, endemic and endangered plant and animal species.  

	Article 12, Article 13
	Article 32
	Partial compliance with Rulebook on the types and criteria for determining the types of habitat, manner of making maps of habitat, way of monitoring and the threat of habitat, content of annual reports, measures of protection and preservation of habitat types (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 80/08.) and Decree on protection of rare, thinned, endemic and endangered plant and animal species (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 76/06). Full compliance will be achieved by adoption of Regulation on the establishment of NATURA 2000.

	Article 14
	Article 27
	Partial compliance with Article 66 of the Law on Nature Protection (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, 51/08). Full compliance will be achieved by adoption of Regulation on the establishment of NATURA 2000

	Article 15
	Amendments on Law on Nature Protection there is no appropriate Article but it is transposed in Article 83 (Law on Nature Protection)
	Full compliance will be achieved by adoption of Rulebook on protection of rare, thinned, endemic and endangered plant and animal species  

	Article 22
	Article 35 
	Full compliance will be achieved by adoption of Rulebook on protection of rare, thinned, endemic and endangered plant and animal species  

	ANNEX I
	Rulebook on the types and criteria for determining the types habitat, manner of making maps of habitat, way of monitoring and the threat of habitat content of annual reports, measures of protection and preservation of habitat types (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 80/08.)
	Full compliance will be achieved by adoption of Regulation on the establishment of NATURA 2000

	ANNEX II
	Partial compliance with Rulebook on the types and criteria for determining the types of habitat, manner of making maps of habitat, way of monitoring and the threat of habitat content of annual reports, measures of protection and preservation of habitat types (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 80/08.)AndDecree on protection of rare, thinned, endemic and endangered plant and animal species (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 76/06)
	Full compliance will be achieved by adoption of Regulation on the establishment of NATURA 2000

	ANNEX III
	Article 14
	Partial compliance with Rulebook on the types and criteria for determining the types of habitat, manner of making maps of habitat, way of monitoring and the threat of habitat content of annual reports, measures of protection and preservation of habitat types (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 80/08.) and Decree on protection of rare, thinned, endemic and endangered plant and animal species (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 76/06). Full compliance will be achieved by adoption of amendments to the Rulebook.

	ANNEX IV& ANNEX V
	Article 18
	Partial compliance with Decree on protection of rare, thinned, endemic and endangered plant and animal species (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 76/06). Full compliance will be achieved by adoption of Rulebook on protection of rare, thinned, endemic and endangered plant and animal species.


B. How and when the remaining provisions will be transposed? 

Remaining provisions will be transposed by adoptions of secondary legislation: 

	Name of Regulation
	Time Frame

	Rulebook on the manner for appropriate assessment of planned projects, activities, types of activities for which require is obligatory and detailed content of requirements for approval
	2013

	Regulation on the definition of prevailing public interest, method of informing the public and establishing compensatory measures 
	2013

	Regulations on measures for protection of protected and strictly protected plants, animals and fungi with measures to protect their habitats
	2013

	Rulebook on the method of risk assessment for the introduction of non-native species of wild plants, animals and fungi, and reintroduction of native species
	2013

	Rulebook on Ecological Network


	Beyond 2013, until the accession to the EU

	Regulation on the establishment of NATURA 2000
	Beyond 2013, until the accession to the EU


IMPLEMENTATION
What has been achieved so far as regards: 
· Establishing competent authority/is

Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism is in charge for: setting nature conservation policies, negotiations with stakeholders, developing regulations, maintenance of compliance with EU policies and legislation on nature protection, including coordination of the establishment planning and designation of the Natura 2000 procedures, reporting to the European Commission, education and communication activities.

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development is responsible for setting policies, developing regulations, maintenance of compliance with EU policies and legislation on  forest management and protection, fishery, hunting, agro-biodiversity, Cartagena protocol, bio-safety, GMOs, pesticides regulations and water management and protection regulations.

According to the Amendments to the Law on Nature Protection, Environmental Protection Agency will be in charge, in cooperation with other professional and scientific institutions in the field of nature protection, to collect data and prepare documents for the establishment of an ecological network in the territory of Montenegro, in accordance with the criteria established by law, and the rules of international law and ratified international treaties.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was established on November 12, 2008. Government of Montenegro has adopted the Rulebook on internal organization and systematization of the Environmental Protection Agency, whereby it began operation formally and legally on March 1, 2009. By adoption of The Decree on the organization and operation of Public Administration ("Official Gazette of Montenegro", no. 05/12) Institute for Nature Protection became a part of Environmental Protection Agency of Montenegro. In accordance with that, experts from Institute for Nature Protection are now part of Environmental Protection Agency. Internal organizational units of EPA are the following:

•
Sector for nature protection, monitoring, analysis and reporting; 

•
Sector for the issue of permits;
•
Sector for communication and information system management;
•
Arhus center;
•
Department of legal and financial affairs.
EPA is in charge of many issues regarding nature protection, such as: monitoring of the state of habitats and species, development of  Nature Protection Studies in the process of establishment of protected areas, the preparation and realization of monitoring program, the preparation and maintenance of the database on the environment (including biodiversity); Strategic environmental impact assessment (SEA) and the EIA (the Environmental Impact Assessment); approvals for the collection, use, breeding, keeping and trafficking of wild animals species; approvals for the picking, collection, use, cultivation, keeping and movement of protected wild herbs and fungi; for scientific and educational researches on protected natural resources; approvals for cave activities, for defining measures of protection of strictly protected and protected species of plants, animals and fungi, and measures to protect their habitats, for conducting nature feasibility assessment procedures, assessment of imperative reasons of overriding public interest, compensatory measures, education activities and free access to the information regarding nature protection.

According to the Amendments to the Law on Nature Protection ecological network sites which are located in the protected areas, bordering with, or close to border of existing protected areas will be manage by protected area management authority. Ecological network sites that are on forest sites or part of the sites will be managed by the administrative authority for forest and ecological network sites which are located in the coastal zone will be managed by a legal entity responsible for management of the coastal zone. Managers of ecological network sites that are outside of all listed cases will be appointed by the Government (based on the criteria established by the Law).

PE “National Parks of Montenegro” is in charge:

• to undertake measures and activities to meet the established policy of the management, utilization, protection, development and improvement of national parks;

• to adopt  the act on internal order in the national parks and provides protection services;

• to ensure the implementation of the management plan and annual  management program;

• to implement protection measures  in accordance with the strict protection;

• to preserve, enhance and promote the value of national parks;

• to monitor the situation in the national parks and provision of allowance as the administrative authority for nature protection;
• to give to the use the national parks for the development of science, tourism, culture and recreation;

• provide a benefit to the good of the national parks and facilities tourism, hospitality, hunting and fishing;

• to perform other tasks in order to protect, enhance and enable rational use of national parks.
Forestry Management Authority is in charge for forest management and protection issues, for development of management plans and programs and implementation of protection measures. 

Local governments are in charge for management of protected areas at lower (local) level: regional parks, parks of nature, monuments of nature, etc. and implementation of Biodiversity Strategy through Local Action Plan for Biodiversity.

Research institutions (e.g. universities, natural history museum, institute of marine biology) are in charge for technical researches, inter alia: specific species status, biology and requirements, habitat management and species and habitat conservation value criteria, potential involvement in creating  list of SPAs, development of indicators.

Directorate for Inspection Controls is in charge of supervision according to the Law on Inspection that prescribed methods and procedures for inspection, duties and powers of inspectors and other issues of importance for the performance of the inspection. Directorate is consisted of different inspectorates and part of it is Ecological inspection, Hunting inspection, Water management inspection, Forestry inspection, Fishery inspection. Different inspections are in charge to control activities prescribed by relevant laws that regulate specific issues such as nature protection, hunting, forestry management, fishery etc.
· Identifying potential species and habitat types to be added to the Annexes for correct application of the Directive

In the scope of the project “Montenegro and Natura 2000: Strengthening the Capacity of Government and civil sector to adapt to EU Nature Protection Aquis” based on literature data and experts contributions. Review of baseline situation of biodiversity data (databases, geodata, literature, unpublished data, reports) has been conducted and preliminary in accordance with currently available data, Montenegro can candidate additional types and species. However, available data have to be re-examined and revalidated by intensive field researches in order to conclude and provide necessary information about species and habitat types.
· Producing an inventory of sites (Art. 4)

Regarding inventory of sites the first step was conducted by realization of EMERALD network (EC) funded project), started in 2006 and finalized in June 2008, by proposal of the List of (32) EMERALD sites. In the scope of project “Montenegro and Natura 2000: Strengthening the Capacity of Government and civil sector to adapt to EU Nature Protection Aquis”, the following results were achieved:
· Review of baseline situation of biodiversity data based on experts contributions (databases, geodata, literature, unpublished data, reports);
· Draft reference lists of HD Annex II species; 
· Development of methodology for gathering of existing biodiversity data;
· Development of methodologies for field mapping and inventories of HD habitats;
· Training of local experts for carrying out existing data collection and field mapping and inventories of HD habitats and species;
· Draft catalogue of habitat tipes.
All listed materials are developed based on literature data, contributions of the experts (for their field of expertise) and limited number of field working days, so it has to be futher re-examined by detailed fild reasearchies. 
One of the projects approved by the European Commission, under the IPA 2012 national programme is „Strengthening the environmental protection system in Montenegro”. IPA funds in the amount of 2.8. mil € are being approved  for the sake of implementation of this Project. The project will support: 

- Process of alignment with EU environmental and climate Acquis through designing  and developing the National Environmental Approximation Strategy (NEAS), including National Environmental Investment Strategy (NEIS). Documents shall focus on implementation and enforcement issues, enabling Montenegro to meet environmental requirements; 

-  Establishment of the Natura 2000 network. Namely, additional work is needed to get further data for the process of establishing the Natura 2000 network. This is a major task in implementing the Habitats Directive and the Birds Directive. A system for monitoring of Natura 2000 will also be established.
· Selecting SCIs and establishing a system of protection in accordance with Article 6 of the Directive, as well as establishing priorities for the management of these sites (Art. 4)
List of (32) EMERALD sites that was developed in the scope of (EC) funded project EMERALD network, will be base for selection of SCIs, but since EMERALD data base is developed mainly based on literature data and limited number of research field working days re-examination of data on the field is necessary in future process of selecting of SCIs.

Priorities for the management of these sites and system of protection in accordance with Article 6 haven’t been set out still and it will be done by proclamation of Ecological network. 

So far, according to the Law on Nature Protection (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, 51/08) spatial planning and project documents, bases and programs shall contain nature protection conditions and  measures stipulated by the Law, as follows: 

· measures for conservation of biological, geologic and landscape diversity; 

· review of protected and registered natural assets; 

· measures for protection and enhancement of protected and registered natural assets. 

Before the development of spatial planning and project documents, bases and programmes, plan drafters, or users of natural resources, assets and protected natural assets are obliged to acquire from the management authority in charge of environmental protection (Environmental Protection Agency) the nature protection requirements. EPA issues nature protection requirements for spatial planning and project documents, bases and programmes for all natural resources based on available data. Also,activities, actions or operations affecting a protected natural asset (protected areas) may be carried out on the bases of an approval issued by EPA.
According to the Amendments to the Law on Nature Protection (in Parlamentary procedure) Environmental Protection Agency will be in charge to implement appropriate assessment procedure for Ecological network sites. For intended projects, activities and actions for which it is required by the Law to undertake EIA or SEA, appropriate assessment will be conducted through the EIA or SEA procedure with special attention on impacts on nature. Appropriate assessment procedure will be conducted in two parts: Previous appropriate assessment for plans, programs, projects, activities and main appropriate assessment. Main appropriate assessment will be conducted in the similar way as a EIA procedure by the development of Study (Elaborate) and its evaluation by Expert Commission. 
Also, mechanism for assessment of imperative reasons of overriding public interest and determination of compensatory measures in case of overriding public interest or damages in protected areas or ecological network sites are prescribed in Amendment to the Law on Nature Protection. In both cases EPA will be in charge to implement procedure.
· Establish measures required for the conservation of such sites, including co-financing (Arts. 6 & 8)

Measures required for the conservation of such sites and co-financing assessment hasn’t been established. The Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism and Environmental Protection Agency shall establish measures and assessment of co-financing after finalization of inventory of sites, proclamation of ecological network and development of potential list of SCIs.
· Establishing a system of strict protection for Annex IV species(Arts. 12 & 13)
Rare thinned, endemic and endangered plant and animal species in Montenegro are protected by  Law on nature protection (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, 51/08) and Decree on protection of rare, thinned, endemic and endangered plant and animal species (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 76/06). Decree doesn’t cover all Annex IV species present in Montenegro according to the Draft reference lists.
The Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism and Environmental Protection Agency shall establish system of strict protection in accordance with the Directive after determination of the lists from Annex IV by adoption of Ordinance on protection of rare, thinned, endemic and endangered plant and animal species.
· Establishing a system to monitor conservation status of habitats and species (Art. 11)

Environmental Protection Agency of Montenegro is responsible according to the Law on Environment ("Official Gazette of Montenegro", no. 48/08; Article 32) and Law on Nature Protection ("Official Gazette of Montenegro", no. 51/08; Article 77) for overall monitoring of the state of the environment as well as for monitoring of the status of nature conservation in Montenegro and status of habitat and species. According to the responsibilities coming from the Laws, Environmental Protection Agency of Montenegro conducts annually overall monitoring program and one part of it is monitoring of the state of the biodiversity in Montenegro.

· Assessing the status of Annex V species and taking appropriate conservation measures (Art. 14)

According to the Law on Nature Protection ("Official Gazette of Montenegro", No. 51/08; Article 80 and 81) it is prescribed that it shall be prohibited to exterminate autochthonous wild species of plants, animals and fungi, to pick, collect, use, destroy protected wild species of plants, disturb, capture, hurt protected wild animals, reduce the numbers of population of protected wild species of plants, animals and fungi (removal, killing and others), destroy or deteriorate their habitats or change their living conditions.Exceptions of this Article is that within the area of a protected natural asset, protected wild species of animals, plants and fungi shall be picked, collected and used only to the extent to which the species would not become endangered, with an approval of  EPA.
It shall be forbidden to pick, collect or use non-protected plants and fungi, or capture and kill a non-protected animal species to the extent to which the number of population may be endangered.Activities referred to this Article may be performed only on the bases of an approval of EPA and list of non-protected species is prescribed in Rulebook on the manner and conditions for the collection, use and trade of non-protected wild plants and fungi, animal species that can be used for commercial purposes(“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 62/10). EPA implements licensing procedures.
EPA is in charge for overall monitoring of the status of biodiversity with special obligation to monitor rare, thinned, endemic and endangered plant and animal species from Decree on protection of rare, thinned, endemic and endangered plant and animal species (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 76/06). Not all Annex V species that can be found in Montenegro are on the list of Decree. So full implementation will be enabled with adoption of Rulebook on protection of rare, thinned, endemic and endangered plant and animal species and Amendment of the Rulebook on the manner and conditions for the collection, use and trade of non-protected wild plants and fungi, animal species that can be used for commercial purposes (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 62/10).
· Prohibiting the use of specified means of capture/killing certain animal species (Art. 15)
According to the Law on Nature Protection ("Official Gazette of Montenegro", No. 51/08) Article 83 it is forbidden to use any means for the capture and killing of wild animal species, which disturb their populations and damage their habitats and which may cause their local disappearance.
The use of the following means is forbidden: 

· traps;

· crossbows;

· electrical devices capable of killing or stunning;

· artificial light devices, except in fishing at sea;

· mirrors and other dazzling devices;

· sound emitters (tape recorders, cassette recorders and others) reproducing sounds of calling; pain or making known;

· devices for illuminating targets;

· sighting devices for night shooting comprising an electronic image magnifier or image converter;

· explosives;

· poisons and poisonous or anaesthetic bait;

· semi-automatic or automatic weapons;

· aircraft;

· moving motor vehicles;

· and other means determined by international agreements.

Exceptionally, certain means of this Article may be used in a limited manner in order to implement the reintroduction programme, monitoring and protection and conservation programme, on the basis of the permit of the management authority (EPA).

The Article 119 of the Law on Nature Protection ("Official Gazette of Montenegro", no. 51/08) prescribed fines for using of prohibited means for capturing and killing of wild animals.

Article 309 of the Criminal Code of Montenegro envisages criminal offenses in violation of those regulations for those who kills, hurts or tortures an animal or damaging or destroying their habitats greater or wider. For the offense, the offender shall be punished by a fine or imprisonment of up to one year.

If the result of the foregoing acts under Article 309 of the Criminal Code, was a murder or cruelty to animals that belong specially protected animal species, the offender shall be punished with imprisonment from six months to five years.

Environmental Inspection in accordance with the Law on Inspection is empowered to, one who used prohibited methods of capturing and killing wild animals, without a permit from the administrative authority, fine by misdemeanor warrant or to submit a request for criminal procedure to the competent Misdemeanor authority. Environmental inspection havepowers, if there is a basis for criminal charges,report the crime to the prosecutor.
· Establishing a system to monitor incidental capture/killing of Annex VI(a) species (Art. 12)

System to monitor incidental capture/killing of Annex VI (a) species hasn’t been established. Ecological inspector keeps only records for reported cases for the species from the Decree on protection of rare, thinned, endemic and endangered plant and animal species (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 76/06) and Rulebook on the manner and conditions for the collection, use and trade of non-protected wild plants and fungi, animal species that can be used for commercial purposes (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, no. 62/10).
· Establishing a mechanism to consult the public before agreeing to projects that may affect SCI or to re-introducing native species (Arts. 6 & 22)

According to the Amendments to the Law on Nature Protection (Article 12 a and 12b) mechanism to consult the public before agreeing to projects that may affect SCI is provided.For intended projects, activities and actions for which it is required by the Law to undertake EIA or SEA, appropriate assessment will be conducted through the EIA or SEA procedure with special attention on impacts on nature and also public hearings and consultations will be conducted in line with EIA and SEA existing procedure. An appropriate assessment procedure will be conducted from two parts: Previous appropriate assessment for plans, programs, projects, activities and main appropriate assessment. In both cases EPA is oblige to inform public about appropriate assessment procedure and to collect opinions of the public in set deadline. Also in the assessment of imperative reasons of overriding public interest and defining of compensatory measures consultations of the public are provided.
Regarding re-introducing native species according to the Amendments to the Law on Nature Protection, Article 35 Environmental Protecion Agency shall issue the permit based on the risk assessment. The manner of development of the risk assessment shall be prescribed by the Ministry with more detailed procedure.
· Establishing a mechanism to promote education and general information to the public (Art. 22)

One of planned actions in the National Biodiversity Strategy with action plan 2010-2015 is development of Communication Promotion Strategy and implementation of campaigns to raise awareness on the protection of biodiversity. Communication Promotion Strategy hasn’t been developed still but recently Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism has organized long-term campaign: ”Ecological thread” which involved all relevant stakeholders including schools, business and civil sector, experts and relevant institutions. The ongoing IPA Project: "Raising environmental awareness" (financed by DEU through IPA 2012-500 000 eur) enables number of promotional campaign. Also, permanent activities of Environmental Protection Agency are educational in kindergartens, schools, and universities as well as campaigns which enable active participations of public in their realization.
Article 107 of the Law on Nature Protection (OG 51/08) prescribes that the Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism, EPA, competent authorities of the local government and managers are obliged to, at the request of interested legal and natural persons, submit the information on the state of nature protection, except for the data considered confidential in accordance with this Law. 

Arhus Centar as a part of Environmental Protection Agency was establish in April 2011., with the aim to enable appropriate mechanism to promote education and general information to the public. Regarding that Arhus center has following competencies:
· Free access to environmental information and encouraging public participation in initiating and decision-making process;
· Improved information and knowledge of the concerned public about environmental protection;
· Active participation of citizens, associations of citizens and concerned public in planning and environmental decision-making;
· Establishing cooperation and connections with local self-governments –environmental protection services, as well as with individuals dealing with environmental protection;
· Public participation in the course of preparing legally abiding normative instruments;
· Ensuring the right to legal protection;
· Preparing materials which clarify rights and obligations in accordance with the Aarhus Convention;
· Organizing public discussions, round tables and panel discussions about subjects from the field of environmental protection which would be attended by representatives of institutions which cause pollution and by the concerned public;
· Organizing trainings and seminars for representatives of local self-governments, environmental and other associations on the implementation of Aarhus convention and enhancing communication with the public;
· Organizing media campaigns with the aim of solving problems of environmental protection.
Additional two Arhus centers, were opened in Nikšić (2011) and Berane (2012). 
· Establishing a system to ensure reporting on implementation of Directive (Article 17)

System to ensure reporting on implementation of Directive according to the Article 17 hasn’t been established since SCI hasn’t been determinated. Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism in cooperation with other relevant institutions report on the implementation of the Directive in the process of Progress monitoring.
· Establishing a system of authorisations for any derogations (Art. 9)

System of authorisations for any derogation according to the Article 9 hasn’t been established completely in compliance with Article 11 of the Directive. Since only Draft of catalogue of habitats and species has been developed and since inventory of sites and determination of SCIs haven’t been finished existing monitoring program isn’t fully in compliance. After finalisation of inventory of sites, monitoring system will be harmonized.
· Establishing an effective inspection and enforcement system

Directorate for Inspection Controls is consisted of different inspectorates and relevant for nature protection are: Ecological inspection, Hunting inspection, Water management inspection, Forestry inspection, Fishery inspection. Ecological Inspection is in charge for supervision according to the Law on inspection that prescribes methods and procedures for inspection, duties and powers of inspectors and other issues of importance for the performance of the inspection. 

In order to eliminate the irregularities, the inspector is competent to:

1) point out the irregularities and set a deadline for their removal;

2) order appropriate measures and actions within the time specified;

3) temporarily prohibit the performance of activities and other actions;

4) issue a misdemeanor order;
5) request for criminal proceedings;

6) bring criminal or other appropriate charges;

7) perform such other powers and duties in accordance with the regulations.

Ecological Inspection is responsible for controlling all prohibited acts according to the Law on Nature Protection (OG 51/08). Roles and Responsibilities of Ecological Inspectors, according to the Law on Nature Protection (“Off. Gazette of MNE”, 51/08 Article 115 and Article 116), are controls of: 

- the utilisation and use of protected natural assets and other parts of nature; 

- enforcement of nature protection requirements and measures; 

- enforcement of compensatory measures; 

- enforcement of management plans of protected natural assets concerning nature protection measures and requirements; 

- enforcement of management plans and programmes for protection, conservation, utilisation and enhancement of protected natural assets; 

- enforcement of management plan and other acts of the protected natural asset; 

- undertaking immediate protection, conservation and utilisation of protected natural assets; 

- undertaking protection measures and conditions for protected natural assets, protected wild species of plants, animals and fungi; 

- the introduction, taking out, export, import and transit of protected wild species of plants, animals and fungi; 

- the introduction and re-introduction of protected wild species of animals, plants or fungi into the wild; 

- informing the public on the state of nature, management plans of protected area; 

- whether the manager of the protected natural asset is performing the obligations set forth by the protection act; 

- whether the manager of the protected natural asset is using the means for work and performing the activities on protection and enhancement of protected natural asset; 

- the use of fossils, minerals, crystals or the research of their finding sites; 

- management of speleological objects;

- collection and trade in the wild species of plants, animals and fungi and their development forms and parts thereof; 

- artificial moving and resettlement of autochthonous species populations or parts thereof; 

- whether holding, breeding and trade in wild animals is conducted followed by a permit;

- enforcement of other envisaged requirements and measures for protection of biological and landscape diversity set forth by the Law. 

In exercising the inspection supervision, when establishes that the Law or other act was violated, the environmental inspector shall undertake the following administrative measures and actions: 

- forbid the utilisation and use of protected natural assets and other parts of nature without a permit or contrary to the permit requirements; 

- order enforcement of nature protection conditions and measures; 

- order enforcement of compensatory measures; 

- order enforcement of management plans of protected natural assets concerning nature protection measures and conditions; 

- order enforcement of management plans and programmes for protection, conservation, utilisation and enhancement of protected natural assets; 

- ban activities which might cause changes or damages to protected natural assets;

- order enforcement of immediate protection, conservation and utilisation of protected natural assets; 

- order enforcement of protection measures and conditions for protected natural assets of protected wild species of plants, animals and fungi; 

- forbid the introduction, taking out, export, import and transit of protected wild species of plants, animals and fungi if the trade is carried out contrary to the Law and ratified international treaties; 

- forbid the introduction and re-introduction of wild species of animals, plants and fungi if done contrary to the Law; 

- order enforcement of other envisaged requirements and measures for protection of biological and landscape diversity set forth by this Law; 

- order enforcement of monitoring of the state of nature protection;

- order keeping the register of protected natural assets and other necessary records;

- forbid the use of genetic materials if done contrary to the law;

- order the manager of the protected natural asset to perform obligations established by the Act on Proclamation;

- order the manager of the protected natural asset to use the means for work and perform the activities on protection and enhancement of the protected natural asset;

- forbid the use of fossils, minerals, crystals or the research of their finding sites if done contrary to the provisions of this Law; 

- forbid the use of speleological objects if done contrary to the Law;

- forbid the collection and trade in wild species of plants, animals and fungi and their development forms and parts thereof if done contrary to the Law; 

- forbid artificial moving and resettlement of autochthonous species populations or parts thereof  if done contrary to this Law; 

- forbid holding, breeding and trade in wild animal species if done contrary to the prescribed requirements;

- order enforcement of other obligations in accordance with the Law.

According to the Law on Misdemeanors, inspector is given the opportunity to issue a misdemeanor order to the perpetrator of the offense on the spot.

Criminal offenses against the environment are prescribed in Chapter XXV of the Criminal Code.  The principle of individual responsibility corresponds to the criminal offenses related to environmental corresponds:
- fine

- sentence from 6 months to 15 years.

Strict liability for offenses in the field of environmental protection done by legal persons are:

- fine

-dissolution of the legal entity.

Ecological inspection has 7 employees of which two biologists. In 2012, Ecological inspection submitted 9 filed misdemeanor charges and in the period since 2009, until the end of 2012, 9 filed criminal charges related to nature protection.

